
The Number of the rescued victims being sent back, Aug 14 – Aug 15 

Nationalities 
of fishermen 

Number of 
people 

Coordinating Agencies Coordinating Agencies 

Thai 1,613 
 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Thailand)+Business 
Owners 
LPN Foundation as ccordinator 
Paveena Foundation 

Benjina Island 
Ambon Island 
Tual Island 
Potianak/ Kalimantan 

Burmese 558*  Indonesian government + IOM 300 fishermen waiting for nationality 
verification at the Ambon island. 
LPN coordinates with the stakeholders on 
their unpaid wages 

Cambodian 65 Indonesian government + IOM LPN coordinates with the stakeholders on 
their unpaid wages 

Laotian 14 Indonesian government + IOM LPN coordinates with the stakeholders on 
their unpaid wages 
LPN contacts the victims’ families 

Total 2,250 



Visi
t 

Dates Description Result 

1 24-19 August 2014 
 

First survey, found 6 Thai fishermen asking for help, built temporary shelter and provided food 
and accommodation for the victims, coordinated with the government counterparts (DSI, Mins of 
HDSS, Consulate) and the INGO counterparts (IOM, UNACT) 

 The first group of Thai victims rescued 
back to Thailand on the 1st October 2014 

2 11- 23  September 
2014 
 

 The first group of Thai victims rescued back to Thailand on the 1st October 2014 15 fishermen being rescued 
  

3 15 Nov-3 Dec 2014 
 

LPN did another survey from Ambon to Benjina, found vast graves of Thai fishermen and some 
victims being stranded in the island more than 18 years.  

10 fishermen being rescued 

4 11  -20 Jan 2015 
 

LPN coordinated with  Ambon Immigration To help child victims and helped repatriating the 
mentally-illed victims 

6 children being rescued 
12 Thai fishermen being rescued 

5 12 Mar – 6 Apr 2015 
 

Found a lot of stranded fishermen in Ambon island, 60 fishermen still being held in Ambon but 
could only be rescued 10 at a time. 
Media coverage on the mass graves, vicctims, and detained victims, resulting in the return of 
fishermen on C 130 flight  
Surveillance in Ambon and Benjina Islands 
Indonesian government ordered the Navy boats to rescue and repatriate 500 fishermen (Laotian, 
Burmese and Cambodian) from Benjina island 

21 fishermen being rescued from Ambon 
island 
68 Thai fishermen being rescued and 
repatriated by C130 flight 
5 detained fishermen returned home 

6 12 Mar – 6 Apr 2015 LPN went back to Indonesia to provide assistance to the fishermen in Indonesia.  More 700 Thai 
fishermen returned home from Benjina island  

Fishermen gradually arrived Thialnd but 
did not receive proper labor rights 
protection from the government 

7  20 -31 August 2015 Body exhumation and DNA testing 
500 Burmese fishermen still waiting to repatriate in Ambon Island , three have lost eyesight and 
hands from work but have not been compensated.  All workers have not gotten paid their wages, 
ranging from 1-7 years. 
500 fishermen left stranded on the Ambon, Benjina and Tual Island.  Some fell sick and had 
expressed the needs to return home to restore their health but have not gotten assistance from the 
employers. 
 


